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President’s Message 
 

September 2017 
 
Dear MMTA Colleagues, 
 
I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer! Can you believe that 
September is already here? Autumn is peeking around the corner and 
bringing with it a rejuvenating energy for our teaching year. MMTA’s 2017-
2018 season will be as colorful as the four seasons (credit Vivaldi!) and its 
inspirational upcoming events! 
 
The MMTA Social Event was held on June 25th.  Our past President and Bay 
State Contest Strings Chair Vera Rubin graciously hosted again. Thank you 
Vera! A special thank you to our past President and Newsletter Editor, Alison 
Barr for co-hosting!  MMTA members celebrated and honored our “2017  
Teacher of the Year” recipient, Heather Riley and “Lifetime Achievement 
Award” recipient, Dianne Goolkasian Rahbee.  Please see Dianne’s letter below 
and revisit the 2017 Spring Newsletter for their bios.  Please find below some 
great photos from this event. 
 
Also, please find below a separate article about the exciting the very exciting 
Quad State Conference, coming up on October 13 and 14, 2018, at Concord 
Community Music School in Concord, New Hampshire.  

MMTA’s highly successful programs such as the Bay State Contest, Musical 
Achievement Evaluations and the Judged Festival all provide motivational 
performance opportunities for your students. Links can be found under 
Student Programs on our website. 

I look forward to meeting and welcoming our new MMTA members and 
seeing many of you, my fellow colleagues, throughout the 2017-2018 year!  
Have a wonderful teaching year! 

Respectfully yours, 

Janet Ainsworth, President 



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
Letter from Dianne Goolkasian Rahbee 
Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 

 
To ALL Members of MMTA: 
Thank you with all my heart for the EXTRAORDINARY tribute that you 
have given to me! 
It is especially WONDERFUL to feel that in my (almost) 80 years of life I have 
contributed something of worth to others. 
Special thanks to Vera Rubin for offering her lovely home for the gathering! 
AND also SPECIAL THANKS for the very beautiful and unique gift of pottery 
from 
The wonderful Provincetown craftsman!  I will treasure it always. 
 
I would like to invite you all along with your students to participate in my last 
Marathon to be held on June 23 & 24th 2018 at the Rivers School in 
Weston in Rivera Hall. 



I invite you and your students to participate performing any works of mine 
that you choose. The programs will be arranged in a way to avoid the same 
works on the same program.  If you and  (or) your students wish to 
participate, let me know and I will send you the forms for programming 
information.  Performers may play as many of my works as they wish. There is 
no time limit (within reason!) 
 
This last “MARATHON” of my music will be performed by children and adults, 
beginners of all levels and ages as well as advanced artists coming from the US 
and possibly Europe if they are able to attend. 
 
You can look at my website for information about my FJH published works 
and those published directly by me. 
There are TWO PIANOS in Rivera Hall. 
Feel free to email or call me if you have any questions about 
instrumental works or how to get pdf’s from me of my unpublished 
works. My phone number is: 617- 489 -1848 
 
The Audio/video page on my website has YouTube’s of MANY performances 
from prior Marathons of my music. This is my website:  
www.dgoolkasianrahbee.com 

 
 

Quad State Conference 2017 
Concord, New Hampshire 

October 13-14, 2017 
 
The 2017 Quad State Convention will be held on Friday Evening, October 13 
and Saturday, October 14, 2017, at the Concord Community Music School, 
Concord, NH. The registration postmark deadline is Wednesday, September 
13, 2017.   
Editor’s Note: There will likely be some latitude on that deadline. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dgoolkasianrahbee.com/


For Schedule and Registration information: 
http://www.mmta.net/event_details.aspx?event_id=1213 
 
OR: 
http://nhmta.net/Quad_State_Conference_files/2017 Quad 
StateConventionReg.pdf 
 
Forrest Kinney is the guest clinician for the 2017 Quad State Convention. 
https://forrestkinney.com/forrest-bio/ 
 
The Quad State Conference is a highly motivating event for you to “kick off” 
your teaching year! “Go Pats!” “Go Music Teachers!” Do you like networking? 
Meeting new colleagues and friends? Learning new, challenging and 
innovative teaching techniques that your students will be inspired by? Do you 
like colors? Bring your cameras! Travelling to New Hampshire during 
October’s foliage season is spectacular 

 
 

MTNA Performance and Composition 
Competition Deadlines 

 
Please note: The deadline for the MTNA Performance and Composition 
Competitions is on September 13th! Links to MTNA website: 
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Competitions/Competitions.aspx 
 
The MTNA State Performance Competitions at the State level for 
Massachusetts will be held on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at Brandeis 
University in Waltham, MA. I highly recommend attending and supporting our 
incredible young local musicians! 

The 2017-2018 MTNA Eastern Division Competition Winners will advance to 
the Eastern Division Competitions, January 6–7, 2018, at West Virginia 
University School of Music, Morgantown, West Virginia. 

MTNA National Competition Finals and performances will be held during the 
MTNA National Conference, March 17-21, 2018 at Disney‘s Coronado Springs 
Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Florida. As an MMTA member, if you have never 
attended an MTNA National Conference, you are truly not reaping all of the 

http://www.mmta.net/event_details.aspx?event_id=1213
http://nhmta.net/Quad_State_Conference_files/2017%20Quad%20StateConventionReg.pdf
http://nhmta.net/Quad_State_Conference_files/2017%20Quad%20StateConventionReg.pdf
https://forrestkinney.com/forrest-bio/
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Competitions/Competitions.aspx


benefits of your MTNA membership. Does Disney‘s Coronado Springs Resort 
sound like fun? Meet and network with your fellow State Music Educators in 
attending the MTNA 2018 National Conference this year! 

 
 

Teacher Feature 
Note from the Editor:  Periodically, we publish exciting news or viewpoints from 
our members.  Please find below a report from Ellyses Kuan, MMTA’s President-
Elect, on her participation in a vey exciting Summer Music Festival!) 
 

This summer, I attended the Piano Seminar at the 42nd Annual Classical Music 
Festival (Eisenstadt Summer Academy) in Eisenstadt, the capital of the 
Burgenland state in Austria. 

Piano Pedagogue Dr. Jane McGrath from University of Oklahoma directs the 
Piano Seminar.  It has been part of the Classical Music Festival since 2008, 
currently under the leadership of Principle Conductor Dr. Richard Zieslinski. 
For two weeks, chorus members, orchestra and pianist from all over the world 
live, rehearse in the area and perform at the Esterhazy Palace, where classical 
composer Joseph Haydn lived and worked for 30 years as the Court Composer 
to Prince Esterhazy. Pianists take lessons, attend seminars and perform at 
Master Classes by Alan Chan (Eastman School of Music), Alvin Chan (Oberlin 
College), Jane McGrath (University of Oklahoma), David Heller (Trinity 
University) and Andrew Copperstock (University of Colorado, Boulder) at the 
Haydn Conservatory.  

 The highlight of the festival was the Gala Concert at the breathtaking 
and magnificent Haydnsaal inside the palace (Ceiling fresco by Carpofor 
Tencala), where Haydn conducted and performed with the orchestra while 
Prince Nicolas and Paul Esterhazy, together with their families and noble 
guests enjoying the concert in the audience crowd. There are other 
performances include St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, a Mass in the church 
in Mattiesburg, a Mass in Bergekirche and Haydn’s church in Eisenstadt. Our 
final piano recital was held at the Empire Hall at the Esterhazy Palace and the 
piano seminar was concluded by a faculty concert at the Mozart Haus in 
Vienna featuring Andrew Copperstock, Alan and Alvin Chan.  



  

Other than being immersed in music for two weeks, we also went on side trips 
such as visiting the Haydn Haus and the Forchtenstein Castle in Eisenstadt, 
touring the Bosendorfer Factory and watching Rigoletto by Verdi in the 
Steinbruch (in the Quarry,) and walking around the beautiful city of 
Vienna.  All these, together with the friendships I made during this trip, have 
added up to make this a most unforgettable experience. Participants can 
enrolled as performers, piano teachers or observers. For more information 
about the festival, please visit the classical music festival webpage at 
http://classicalmusicfestival.org. 

Submitted by Ellyses Kuan, President-Elect, MMTA 

Photos to follow: 

http://classicalmusicfestival.org/


 
Photo (Left to Right, Top to Bottom): Esterhazy Palace, Piano Seminar at CMF 

2017, Haydnsaal Ceiling, Performance at the Empire Hall 

 
Annual Meeting – Fri., June 8, 2018 

Meeting Time and Place To Be Announced 

 


